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Short 
 
Toronto-based Artscape is a not-for-profit urban development organization that makes space for 
creativity and transforms communities. Artscape’s work involves clustering creative people together in 
real estate projects that serve the needs of the arts and cultural community and advance multiple public 
policy objectives, private development interests, community and neighbourhood aspirations and 
philanthropic missions. Since its beginning in 1986, Artscape has become recognized as an international 
leader in creative placemaking, a practice that leverages the power of art, culture and creativity to 
catalyze change, growth and transformation of place. Artscape achieves its mission through developing 
and managing a growing portfolio of unique cultural facilities—including community cultural hubs, 
multi-purpose creative spaces and artist live/work projects—and by delivering programs and services 
that create the conditions for artists to thrive. For more information about Artscape please visit 
artscape.ca. 
 
Long 
 
Toronto-based Artscape is a not-for-profit urban development organization that makes space for 
creativity and transforms communities. 
 
Artscape’s work involves clustering creative people together in real estate projects that serve the needs 
of the arts and cultural community and advance multiple public policy objectives, private development 
interests, community and neighbourhood aspirations and philanthropic missions. 
  
Artscape comprises Toronto Artscape Inc., Artscape Non-Profit Homes Inc. and Artscape Foundation. BC 
Artscape is an independent affiliate. 
  
Since its beginning in 1986, Artscape has become recognized as an international leader in creative 
placemaking: a practice that leverages the power of art, culture and creativity to catalyze change, 
growth and transformation of place. Artscape achieves its mission through developing and managing a 
growing portfolio of unique cultural facilities—including community cultural hubs, multi-purpose 
creative spaces and artist live/work projects—and by delivering programs and services that create the 
conditions for artists to thrive. 
 
Every day, Artscape spaces come alive with the ideas and passion of the organizations and people who 
work and/or live within its portfolio of buildings. Over 40 public venues pulse with the energy of 
hundreds of thousands of people who take part in exhibitions and performances annually, and the 
thousands more who participate in Artscape programs, tenant-driven activities and city-wide events. 
Every year, Artscape delivers a wide range of benefits, including: 
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  $3.6 million in savings passed on to artists and organizations on commercial and residential 
occupancy costs* 

 Rental rates for artists and not-for-profit organizations 56% lower on average than rates from 
comparable commercial spaces in downtown and midtown Toronto* 

 Nearly $800,000 in total subsidies provided to not-for-profit organizations and grassroots groups 
through sliding-scale accessible rates to Artscape performance and event venue space* 

 
Artscape’s success is driven by its ability to work effectively across disciplines to align values, leadership, 
investment and public policy. The organization works to constantly expand its portfolio and advance the 
field through sharing its knowledge with other creative placemakers. 
 
* Figures from 2015; latest available 


