
Culture is the glue that holds our society together, creating the space 
to share our stories, feel seen and heard, and make sense of our 
shared reality. For most of us, art is playing a huge role in how we 
find joy in these difficult times. Art plays a crucial role in shaping and 
renewing our culture. 

During this unprecedented crisis, as we all struggle with coping 
under the conditions of COVID-19, the arts are one of the beacons of 
hope we all rely upon.

Yet, artists are some of the people hit hardest by the economic fallout 
from COVID-19. A recent survey Artscape conducted found that 80% 
of artists have lost income due to the crisis and 40% are on the 
verge of food insecurity. They need our help so they can continue to 
maintain the roofs over their heads and put food on their tables.

Now more than ever, we need to support and empower our artists to 
help us reflect, rekindle our hope and imagine a better future. 
Immediate help is needed so to ensure that artists can survive the 
crisis and lead the way in rebuilding and reconnecting our culture. 

39% of Canada’s 
artists and arts 
organizations will 
need more than the 
current government 
support to survive. 
- CANADA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS

Arts and culture 
organizations have 
experienced an 81% 
reduction in ticket 
and event sales.

The Artists in 
our Community 
Need our Help



Artists rely on tours, events, exhibitions, 
performances and classes to earn income. 
The COVID-19 crisis has forced the 
cancellation of all of these, leaving artists 
with little to no income and placing creative 
businesses years in the making at risk. 

Toronto is home to one 
in six Canadian artists. 

- HILL STRATEGIES

“In my over 20 year history as CEO 
of Artscape, never have I seen our 
community of artists face a greater 
challenge. They need us to step up for 
them now, as they are stepping up for 
us in providing hope, connection and 
joy. We need to ensure that artists 
can get through these challenging 
times so they can continue to bring 
us together and remind us of how 
beautiful life can be." 
- TIM JONES, CEO, ARTSCAPE
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Even before the crisis, the median income of artists in Toronto was just $27,000. Now, with income 
earning opportunities vanishing, paying for basic living expenses has become an even greater 
challenge.  Artists in our community live with low and precarious incomes in the best of times; 
now, they need our support to weather this storm. 



Artscape has committed to raising $5 million to enable artists and arts organizations to access 
relief funds and earn income now, as well as to support in recovery and renewal of the arts and 
culture sector after the pandemic. 

Immediate access to 
relief for artists and arts 
organizations in crisis

Support income generation so 
artists can sustain themselves 
through the pandemic

Enable recovery and 
renewal of the arts 
sector post-pandemic
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Artscape has a 34 year history of creating conditions for artists to thrive. Our community is made 
up of grassroots arts organizations and artists that work to animate our communities with creativity. 
The 5,600+ tenants, owners and members who live and work in Artscape facilities are the painters 
that create murals that brighten our city, teach music to children from underserved communities, 
organize festivals that raise up the voices of marginalized groups and work to connect youth-at risk 
to creative careers. They make our city vibrant, creative and connected. 
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Artscape provides below market rates on commercial and live/work studios for artist-led families, arts 
organizations and nonprofits. Our thousands of tenants rely on us to provide affordable space to live, 
work and create in our city. 

Now, due to COVID-19, many of our tenants have little to no income to pay rent. Artscape is in the 
process of raising funds, primarily through government sources, to help provide relief. We are committed 
to raising $1,250,000 in rent relief funds for our tenants.

Artscape Atelier is a social enterprise dedicated to creating opportunities for artists to meaningfully 
participate in city-building and shape communities through site-specific public art, public realm and 
creative placemaking interventions.

In response to COVID-19, the Artscape Atelier has created a project called Essential Canvases, a creative 
partnership between urban developers, city-builders and artists to turn our city into a canvas for love, 
dialogue and solidarity. This project will support a collective of city-builders to leverage existing budgets 
to deliver millions in public art that responds to this moment and inspires public good will. This will 
provide $1,250,000 in paid work opportunities for over 1,000 artists, enabling them to earn income 
during the pandemic and beyond. 

How we are supporting artists



To support our community during this time, Toronto Artscape Foundation is raising 
$2.5 million toward to provide the following support for artists and arts organization:

Free Launchpad Learning 
Online for all Artists - 20%

In order to continue serving the arts 
community in a time of great need, early 
on we decided to increase our Launchpad 
Learning online programming and make it 
free for all. Currently there are 21 online 
programs per week provided free of charge. 
Topics range from “Ten Healthy Habits of 
Financial Management” to “COVID-19 
Financial Assistance Info Session” to a 
series on mental health.  We need to 
continue to invest in artists’ growth and 
ability to earn income and these courses 
help guide artists through that process 
while also providing valuable moments for 
connection and collaboration while social 
distancing.

artsUNITE 
National 
Resource 
Hub - 40%
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How you can support artists now

Artists and arts organizations are struggling to find their way through this crisis. 
This central online hub will provide streamlined wayfinding and support for the 
creative community to access the government support, grants, programs and 
services they will need to weather the storm. 



Launchpad Bursaries for 
Artists in Need - 25%

We know it will take time to rebuild, 
recover and renew the arts community 
after the crisis. In anticipation of a 
significant increase in financial need 
amongst our community, the Toronto 
Artscape Foundation will provide 1,000+ 
artists with six-month long bursaries to 
Artscape Daniels Launchpad to meet 
this increased demand. Through these 
bursaries, artists will have free access to 
Launchpad’s five creative studios, 
coworking space, an array of learning 
programs and Digital Media Lab, setting 
them up to create thriving careers for the 
future.

Community Access to 
Space - 15%

Many artists and arts organizations will 
need to rebuild their revenue after the 
pandemic. In response to this need, 
Artscape will provide free access to 
Artscape performance and event venues 
for fundraising and recovery events to the 
arts community after the crisis. Together, 
we will rebuild and renew the sector and 
bring arts and culture back to 
communities across the city. 

continued from previous page
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It is urgent that we act now to ensure that 
artists and arts organizations make it 
through this unprecedented crisis. Arts and 
culture are vital to the fabric of our city. If we 
want the arts to remain in Toronto, we need 
to act now to provide relief and ensure that 
artists can recover and rebuild and renew our 
communities. 

We need your support now to provide urgent 
relief, income and recovery support for artists 
and arts organizations.

“Art is a wound turned into light.” 
- GEORGES BRAQUE, PAINTER

I believe that now, more than ever we 
need to be supporting the artists in our 
community. They have been left without 
work and opportunities to earn a living 
yet they are who we are all turning to 
right now to provide a modicum of relief 
during this challenging time. I hope the 
Toronto Artscape Foundation can count 
on your support.

- COLLEEN MOOREHEAD, CHAIR,  
TORONTO ARTSCAPE FOUNDATION

To make your gift to support the artists in our community please visit artscape.ca/donate. 

If you would like to speak with a member of our team about other ways to give, please email 
Jane Hopgood, Executive Director, Toronto Artscape Foundation at jhopgood@artscape.ca.
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